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undergone by the sufferer. The purer the suffering, the greater is the
progress. Hence did the sacrifice of Jesus suffice to free a sorrowing
world. In this onward march he did not count the cost of suffering
entailed upon his neighbours whether it was undergone by them
voluntarily or otherwise. Thus did the sufferings of a Harishchandra
suffice to re-establish the kindgom of truth. He must have known that
his subjects would suffer involuntarily by his abdication. He did not
mind because he could not do otherwise than follow truth.
"I have said that I do not deplore the massacre of Jallianwala
Bagh so much as I deplore the murders of Englishmen and destruc-
tion of property by ourselves. The frightfulness at Amritsar drew
away public attention from the greater though slower frightfulness
at Lahore where attempt was made to emasculate the inhabit-
ants by slow processes. But before we rise higher we shall have to
undergo such processes many more times till they teach us to take up
suffering voluntarily and to find joy in it. I am convinced that the
Lahorians never deserved the cruel insults that they were subjected
to; they never hurt a single Englishman; they never destroyed any
property. But a wilful ruler was determined to crush the spirit of
a people just trying to throw off his chafing yoke. If I am told that
all this was due to my preaching satyagraha, my answer is that I
would preach satyagraha all the more forcibly for that, so long as I
have breath left in me, and tell the people that next time they would
answer O'Dwyerean insolence not by opening shops by reason of
threats of forcible sales but by allowing the tyrant to do his worst and
let him sell their all but their unconquerable souls. Sages of old
mortified the flesh so that the spirit within might be set free, so that
their trained bodies might be proof against any injury that might be
inflicted on them by tyrants seeking to impose their will on them. I
And if India wishes to revise her ancient wisdom and to avoid the
errors of Europe, if India wishes to see the Kingdom of God estab- !
lished on earth instead of that of Satan which has enveloped Europe,
then I would urge her sons and daughters not to be deceived by fine
phrases, the terrible subtleties that hedge us in, the fears of suffering
that India may have to undergo, but to see what is happening today
in Europe and from it understand that we must go through suffering
even as Europe has gone through, but not the process of making
others suffer. Germany wanted to dominate Europe and the allies
wanted to do likewise by crushing Germany. Europe is no better for